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Instrumentation

2 flutes [1 doubling piccolo]
2 oboes
2 Bb clarinets
Bb Bass clarinet
Bassoon
Contrabassoon

3 horns
2 Bb trumpets
2 Tenor trombones
Bass trombone
Bass tuba

Percussion Ensemble
[6 players]

Piano

8 violins I
6 violins II
6 violas
4 violoncellos
4 contrabasses

Notes on Notation

Following the work’s premiere performance in October 2010, the score was updated early in 2011. Details
of notation, layout and presentation were amended during 2013. The score and parts were redesigned,

proofread, extensively edited and re-digitised in 2017.

The score is available in A3 (Conductor) and A4 (Reference) formats. There are separate group rehearsal
scores prepared for Woodwind, Percussion Ensemble and Strings.
Specialised Notation for Percussion
Percussion notated with a diamond notehead: mute, but release immediately
Percussion notated with a cross notehead: mute
Specialised Notation for Brass and Winds
Diamond notehead: Coloured breath — Half note, half breath

Cross notehead: Breath — Non-pitched breath sound
Horn mutes: plus sign (mute), small circle (open)



An Acoustic Mandala for the Fourteenth

Running at well over 20 minutes and in two movements for small orchestra and percussion ensemble, this
piece was composed in homage to the fourteenth Dalai Lama and inspired by the ceremonial tradition of
the Tibetan sand mandala:

The sand mandala [mandala] is a Tantric meditation device symbolising patience, enlightenment,
perfection and impermanence. Most take the form of a circle within a square, with each component
constructed to precise pattern, finite detail and glorious colour symmetry representing vimana (celestial
palace where deities described in the Tantra texts reside). Quadrants of the circle are designated for
prayers and are believed to contain the powers of the deities they represent.

Upon completion, the sand mandala is carefully brushed away during ceremonial chant to release the
prayers and offerings; gathered into a prayer-bowl and scattered in running water (or into the wind). This
ritual is representative of the impermanence of life:

“Awareness of impermanence is encouraged, so that when it is coupled with our appreciation of the
enormous potential of our human existence, it will give us a sense of urgency that I must use every
precious moment.”

The 14th Dalai Lamat

The piece is composed from fourteen (14-note) chants and fourteen (14-note) chords:

Acoustic Mandala Chant Matrix

low | L2 | L3 | L4 | L5 | L6 | L7 | L8 | H9 | H10 | H11 | H12 | H13 | H14 | H15 | High |
Chant 1 | NPitch | NPitch | NPitch | NPitch | NPitch | NPitch | NPitch | G3 | G#3 | A3 | Bb3 | B3 | C4 | C#4 | Chant1 |
Chant2 | A0 | Bb0 | BO | Cl | C#1 | DI | Ebl | G#3 | A3 | Bb3 | B3 | C4 | C#4 | D4 | Chant2
Chant3 | El FL | F#1 | Gl | G#1 | Al | Bbl | A3 | Bb3 | B3 | C4 | C#4 | D4 | Eb4 | Chant3
Chant4 | Al | Bbl | BlL | C2 | C#2 | D2 | Eb2 | B3 | [c#a | D4 | F4_| Chant4
Chant5 | C#2 | D2 | Ev2 | E2 | F2 | F#2 | G2 | C#4 | D4 | Evd [ E4 | F4 [F#d | G4 | Chant5
Chant6 | E2 | F2 | F#2 | G2 | G#2 | A2 | Bb2 | G#4 | A4 | Bb4 | B4 | C5 | C#5 | D5 | Chant6
Chant7 | G2 | G#2 | A2 | Bb2 | B2 | C3 | C#3 | Bb4 | B4 | C5 | C#5 | D5 | Eb5S | E5 | Chant?
Chant8 | A2 | Bb2 | B2 | C3 | C#3 | D3 | Eb3 | B4 | C5 | C#5 | D5 | Eb5S | E5 | F5 | Chant8
Chant9 | B2 | C3 | C#3 | D3 | Eb3 | E3 F3_ | C5 | C#5 | D5 | EbS | _E5 | F5 | F#5 | Chant9
Chant10 | C#3 | D3 | Eb3 | E3 F3_| F#3 | G3_ | C#5 | D5 | Eb5 | E5 | F5 | F#5 | G5 | Chantl0
Chant11i| Eb3 | E3 F3 | F#3 | G3 | G#3 | A3 | Eb5 | E5 | F5 | F#5 | G5 | G#5 | A5 | Chantil
Chant12| E3 | F3 | F#3 | G3 | G#3 | A3 | Bb3 | G5 | G#5 | A5 | Bb5 | B5 | C6 | C#6 | Chantl2
Chant13 | F#3 | G3 | G#3 | A3 | Bb3 | B3 | C4 | A5 | Bb5 | B5 | C6 | C#6 D6 | Eb6 | Chant13
Chantid | G3 | G#3 | A3 | Bb3 | B3 | C4 | C#4 | C#6 | D6 | Eb6 . E6 | F6  F#6 | G6 |Chantld
Chantl5| G#3 | A3 | Bb3 | B3 | C4 | C#4 | D4 | E6 | F6 | F#6 | G6 | G#6 A6 | Bb6 | Chantls
low | L2 | L3 | L4 L5 | L6 L7 | L8 | H9 | H10 | H11  H12 | H13 H14 | H15 | High
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Acoustic Mandala Chord Matrix

T T2 [ 13| T4 | T5 | T6e | T7 [ T8 | TO | Ti0 [ Ti1 [ T12 [ T13 [ T14 | T15 |

Chord2 | A0 | F1 | Bl | E2 | G#2 | C3 | Eb3 | C5 [ DS F5 | Bb5 | C#6 | F#6 | Bb6 | Chord 2
Chord3 | Bb0 | F#1 | C2 | F2 | A2 | C#3 | G#3 | B4 | C#5 | EbS | F#5 | BS D6 | G6 | Chord3
Chord4 | BO | GL | C#2 | F#2 | Bb2 | G3 | A3 | Bb4 | C5 | D5 [ E5 | G5 | C6 | Eb6 | Chord4
Chord5 | C1 | G#1 | D2 | G2 | F#3 | G#3 | Bb3 | G#4 | B4 | C#5 | EbS | F5 | G#5 | C#6 | Chord5
Chord6 | C#1 | Al | Eb2 | E3 | G3 | A3 B3 | C#4 | A4 | C5 | D5 | E5 | F#5 | A5 [ Chord6
Chord7 | D1 | Bbl | Eb3 | F3 | G#3 | Bb3 | B3 | C4 | D4 | Bb4 | C#5 | EbS | F5 G5 | Chord7
Chord8 | Ebl | C#3 | E3 | F#3 | A3 | A3 B3 | C4 | C#4 | Eb4 | B4 | DS E5 | F#5 | Chord8
Chord9 | B2 D3 F3 | G3 [ G#3 [ Bb3 | Bb3 | C4 | C#4 | D4 | E4 C5 | EbS | F5 | Chord9
Chord10| A2 | C3 | Eb3 | F#3 | G#3 | A3 B3 B3 | C#4 | D4 | F4 | C#5 | E5 | E6 |Chord10
Chordili| G2 | Bb2 | C#3 | E3 | G3 | A3 | Bb3 | C4 | C4 | Ebd | F#4 | D5 | C#6 F6 |Chordll
Chord12| E2 | G#2 | B2 | D3 | F3 | G#3 [ Bb3 | B3 | C#4 | E4 | G4 | A5 | D6 | F#6 |Chordi2
Chord13 | C#2 | F2 A2 | C3 | Eb3 | F#3 | A3 | C4 | D4 | F4 G5 | BbS | Eb6 G6 |Chordi3
Chord1d | Al D2 | F#2 | Bb2 | C#3 | E3 | G3 | C#4 | Eb4 | EDS | G#5 | BS E6  G#6 | Chordid |
Chordi5| E1 | Bbl | Eb2 | G2 | B2 | D3 F3 D4 | C#5 | ES | AS C6 F6 A6 | Chord15 |

The circular aesthetic of the mandala is present at every level within the form and structure of this work.
Pitch organisation utilised multiplications and divisions of the number 14 relative to the orchestral range

written as pitch-frequency to compose fourteen (14-note) equidistant Chant (linear) and Chord (vertical)
rotations. Pulse, proportion and duration were also composed through equidistant use of the number 14.

1 Buddhist Offerings 365 Days: Danielle & Oliver Féllmi — Thames & Hudson, London



List of Percussion

Percussion 1

Pair of maracas

Percussion 2

Suspended ride-bell cymbal [brushes, light sticks, soft rubber mallets and chopsticks]
Large suspended china cymbal [soft rubber mallets]
Thundersheet [soft rubber mallets] *Only 4 bars*

Percussion 3

Congas [hands throughout]
Small hand-held metal shaker
Suspended crash cymbal [soft rubber mallets and brushes]
Tambourine [with skin]
Thundersheet [soft rubber mallets]
Vibraslap

Percussion 4
Pair of ride cymbals
Pair of hand-held suspended temple cymbals [ca. 6cm]

2 Woodblocks [non-pitched; high and low]
Orchestral bass drum [soft beaters] *Only 1 bar*

Percussion 5
Orchestral bass drum [soft beaters and hands]

Snare drum [sticks throughout]
Thundersheet [soft rubber beaters]

Percussion 6

Tam-tam ca. 70cm

[Soft felt mallets, superball, bow, triangle beater, wire brush, hands and fingertips]

Specialised Notation for Percussion

Percussion notated with a diamond notehead: mute, but release immediately
Percussion with a cross notehead: mute



Percussion Plan
With a couple of exceptions, all items listed are individual to each player:

The suspended china cymbal should be placed next to the suspended ride-bell cymbal to aid a quick
changeover for percussion 2 in bar 57. The position of the ride-bell cymbal is of primary importance to
percussion 2.

The thundersheet must be accessible to percussion 2, 3 and 5, but it must be placed directly behind
percussion 2 and as close to the suspended ride-bell cymbal as possible to aid an immediate changeover
in bar 346.

The orchestral bass drum must be accessible to percussion 4 and 5, but percussion 4 only plays for one
bar. The position of the bass drum is of primary importance to percussion 5 and it must be placed next to
the snare drum to aid an immediate changeover in bar 346.

Description of Percussion Parts

Percussion 1 has some difficult reading, a couple of solo gestures and a large part to play within the
first movement, but only plays the maracas throughout and is generally part of the collective ensemble.

Percussion 2 has some important and intricate solo passages to play on the suspended ride-bell cymbal.
With some difficult reading, specialised techniques and quite a large part within the first movement, this
part requires an accomplished player.

Percussion 3 has a very important role. The metal-shaker provides impetus for the entire ensemble and
the congas play intricate solo passages. The musician also has some virtuosic tambourine gestures and
difficult score reading. This part therefore requires an accomplished player (preferably a soloist).

Percussion 4 plays a small variety of percussion with some specialised techniques, but the part is
generally easy to read and fairly straightforward to play. A competent percussionist should be able to
realise this part.

Percussion 5 plays some difficult solos on the snare drum and provides important bass drum gestures
and impetus; therefore this part requires an accomplished player (preferably a soloist).

Percussion 6 plays the Tam-tam throughout. Although the part utilises some specialised techniques, it is
easy to read and fairly straightforward to perform. Therefore, any competent percussionist could realise
this part.

Percussion Rehearsal

The percussion parts seem difficult to read at first, but the notation should be seen as an approximation
of rhythm, rather than a definition of rhythm. If one practices without the tremolando, appoggiatura and
articulation (adding them later), the parts (and notation) are much easier to assimilate.

The tremolando lines were composed to the following specific reference: one line equals 2, two lines
equals 4, three lines equals 8, four lines equals 16 and five lines equals 32. However, these can be seen
as approximations during performance. Essentially, one should observe that the textures simply increase
or decrease in intensity. There is a separate Group Rehearsal Score available for the Percussion Ensemble.
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With reverance: All things must begin ...

An Acoustic Mandala for the Fourteenth

[Tibet for Tibet]

[Reference Score in C]

Ian Percy
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Genesis of self awareness ...
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@ A recurring statement: in search of clarity ...

flutter
a2 tr

—3—

[ ——
)

7
/oS

v
)

Picc.
Ob.
Bsn.

Cbsn.

=
o
>
P
6
secco
[/=52]
—d

s

6
e

-

+

P P —

.
[R——
mp T —————

=

v

v

v

—3—

+

s e ) J]
[to wire brush]
3

mf ——— P

3
3

tutti

—3——r——3——

—3—r—3—r—3—r—3—

unis. ord.

=+

#i\_/
f

1.
1o
3.
34

4

£32

3
unis.
g

"

E—
—

ke d
3
L
6

= L] l3 ]

—3— —3—[fundamental]

—3—r—3—
7
33— r—3—

1-3.div.

S
nf

|
]
»

E

I

Y —

3
o
—
unis.
——3—
—3——

T g

[chopsticks]

3—

[to sus. ride bell cym]

F
»
[ ——
—— MMM

nf

J

—
=
[ —
3
=

div.
—3—

3= 34| r—3—

—3—

f

&b

'
nf

1

—t—

—

[ ———

maor i
33
poco rit._
div. sul tasto
2,
o
[

i

—_—

s e R s M

-
337
—3 30 33 37
[yl
—3—r—3—
nf

8

—3—r—3— —3—r—3—| —3—
T

ber oo s o gaag

> e

nf — | M

1.

B

—_—_—
=
div. sul tasto

=

R e R

f

—3—

nf

o
6

K

L=
3

o
——

i

f

b

3 div.

T gl

Lv.

A ik

™

mf
p=4

senza sord.
T

——3——r——3——

—3—
unis. ord.
unis. ord.
[pizz.]

sul tasto

4

@ A recurring statement: in search of clarity ...

—

™ =A

l—3—

™~

1

[fundamental
-

nf

e

(&

i
i
i

7

Tha.
Vla.
Cb.

Tbn.
Pno.
Vin.l
Vin.Il



- N ~|alll T = e < NDp . » W . N mw ~allall TN | =
- @ Hf S mc A HfmJ HW » ” sﬁ g Nl =[N M b 1T R I il
I e I il il N ) : g il g I
g e N wR R -t |l
° 1 » r " ° -walll Es “
e ~ - A tH - » » 4 N N . u{L T \ﬁyl
it ™ NI A 1 : N r [N £ i IR (AR
=X S il [6 LN, 111 Rl IR =N HE il [t = NI - ||
~ e/l Q@ (T & - "1 “ﬁ - g ; MA W Wy ~ 8l || = A
B 1A B N I . i 10| b, B 18I
i Al - I i , L ig I A LE
AN |l ™ i ° L it T &, Sl
Wi i A R\ g =l
111 ES 11 B8 8 . =il i A 2 |
N N 4 [N \ N »sf-/ & Z—/ & LIt 8 N EE ) R m sl
Il Ml i S uJEx ! I W. ’ . & M- Yl M T
~o = ~a = s Ty LI |~ ° : LI~ - . 1anl gu|
i | O i Wil = [y m g il SNl
J J | Ly Rl J 8 [ ey : Limy M| wll mu.%
- - T = - ol ' ™ - qe ] T
AR i i | i L
Mv\pw_ - hlﬁw. Ny N pil ey pe z T #J/ L Nalll TR WL ﬁ1-
.F‘Jﬂ M ujﬂ ﬁ" R ﬁfV & sﬁ — n...: I r._m.‘ I AN
e o« il & N o« N ! N e L3 = ¥ L
m. - 'F = - o » _H“ N ﬁ CH - W | m. '.r /|l - “
2 -y e » ¢ < il i
= I »r_p. Il S I Il = br_ua [
g - i | | _W. L I L 2 ¢ i 1] m
N - -yl e - i - ol N N ; < ey e N nm i & -dll TR & e g
= ' =
gl i o ’ - R i 2 sl s i
B e LWL | Tkl i M AV : | 3 I IS
,b.; .; ﬁ. ﬁ \.qx; ] A ﬁav ﬁ s wy/ o ﬁ. . B ; ﬁ ﬁ.b
=) | [T = | [IT™ = [ SANE » ST~ ! - ol B s
mfhta i EJM«.P Er-. S ™ & , 3@ eﬁ A. & Er-. . .sz.ta " fnﬁﬁ
L I e hA YA A N ~4 — I ' =N T £ N
joaal sl Jatsal sl Jatsal ol joaal ol N o o o Ta_ o e N <t e jataa) ' Jokaal ol 2 ol s
1 i H [ [~ 1 [ [ [ui 1 1 [qui
. - » L 11IEAPY Y i o -~ T N L VAR 1 o P N~ ~eall e L YAAA N
R B f = . v@ il = EF. ® :m Jun = «m._m‘. .M_. .Lf nm_m- = «mm- 5 9@ H f < ‘mﬁr- &VLT . :Lﬁua ﬁﬁr.
Ced il ! e < N 1 - sl - S [ N~ Wil -wlll & N
- - -4 T = TN N - =~ [ ML 1 B ™= ! [ YA ~ o el o i
oAl o ™ L - ol » Nin) © Nl -yl iy H L
” M1 A.L o @ ﬁw m&r val— o 3#. Jm- . ® ﬁ- . F\mrﬁx alll= |l 3 = ﬁ.
L -l -l N - W Bt A B BN S . ~ A~ -l |-l R W H
i ol gl - I N » Ihg il g I
) »Li ® .Fl— e - ™ -@ 14 N » - i i .L__ 14 ™
, S 1111 [EN (|- S IrTTie = S| 1 EER dlpEY - “f. Ve - A A1 P m R b !
. ? 4 wa. [N ® -|sH = \; nmx » r i [N R\l [N
) g 1IN N ™ I =<4 T8 1 s . Clann B N » » , ~ -3 SO ) y/] iy N m &
Nt sl ol icau ol Bk b oy < A sl csal sl csal o o o o ool ool o oo 0N <t B cal e n csal sl csal sl
, IS i ,
, N 111 . I Hall- & . - -
| iR " 20T 1B B4ty ﬁ" 1y q8
' <oyl N i Lt ! N Ll [ < » L < R LMw- : prun g
. I N Hy - i SN » . ik N
, . s ol s N g ol 11/ _“.w ! L] e o [
' I N N g » Wy - z A — ' g
. & [TW \ .
) Al Jex i %= i B A £ TN <A e TAS-AN T [TT8] <A
| il |, i | R r | . ¥ [ R e
) Nl N e N -l & -5 N | N W L N7 Wy h Ve & L ) [N I E-R N N
| g ol b e M W e e i
, S o B R e il . B 1 At |
' B & T D=1 - TEm iliee ﬁ N o TI © o HihE T
' b ; t- L thwea. . M LN ) Y ﬁ b aelll M A » | Wy 7r E : . e ﬁ K N 9% M ﬁ E
ANt falinul jalmul jolnal jolmul / jolnal e N <t \ ot jolal jalinul N R ZAV f Lo N <t e alsal [o\BS jolnal jalinul Ha / falinul
e [~ TN, < «|| [T = ™= w[W . EnLE t i TN~ L)
IWB ' ﬂ . ,r\' . _M,rAHWR W’ -, . A —H' WA m _M,r\' Mh ' -8 Er\- . EFADWW f
. e i ., ol \ _ : | | |
g » - ~ TN, = B » £ L= s Al L -
g . « , - 2 i s LH-
£ W i . X : . Il
! g § i q H Iy, i \ i
3 - R (W N~ ) . 5 R B N-
g g - N - » £ $g -
%3 - ”T ; S 3 g5 N
<£ iy o i I . 5 TR T 2
= B e o s il h ST = 0T =
N o) W ox, o o, NG o, e e, N o, = = = = = N NGe e N e,
= g 5 . = g g B o B g B ¢ g fo = | E s B
. £ = § S 3 g Z —f - B £ ; S L Lt M A S 3 2 : ¢




60 A sombre note ...
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Reality resumes (though forever altered) ...
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40 All questions can be answered, but answers are not always correct ...
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With reverance:

: all things end and all things return ... 43

... tempus fugit ..
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An Acoustic Mandala for the Fourteenth
[Tibet for Tibet]

For small orchestra and percussion ensemble
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