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Percussion Plan 

                                  Player 1 [percussion stave 1]                                                                                 Player 2 [percussion stave 2] 

1st mvt: 
Congas [hands throughout] 

Large suspended crash cymbal [bow] 
Pair of hand held suspended temple cymbals [ca. 6cm] 

2nd mvt: 
Congas 

Large suspended crash cymbal [bow] 
Small hand held metal shaker 

3rd mvt:  
Congas 

Large suspended crash cymbal [bow] 
Temple cymbals 

1st mvt: 
Suspended ride bell cymbal [light sticks and brushes] 

Pair of maracas 
Snare drum [light sticks] 

2nd mvt: 
Suspended ride bell cymbal [brushes and bow] 

Pair of maracas 
Orchestral bass drum [soft beaters] 

3rd mvt: 
Suspended ride bell cymbal [light sticks, brushes and bow] 

Pair of maracas 
Snare drum [light sticks] 

Performance indications for wind and percussion 

Coloured breath = Half note and half breath (marked with a diamond note head) 
Breath = non-pitched breath (marked with a cross note head) 

R = Roll 
M = Multiphonic 

Percussion with cross note head = mute 
Percussion with diamond note head = mute, but release immediately 



An Instant Conception 
[Three Plausible Scenarios and the Best of All Possible Answers] 

The material for this three-movement work, approximately fifteen minutes in length, was originally intended for the third movement of a previous piece entitled Natural 
Causality for ensemble and percussion. It was indeed an Instant Conception, as one seemed to know exactly what form to compose, the instruments to use and the 
specific characters of the main compositional units, within a single cohesive thought: a rare moment of clarity.  

The evolution of composition began within extra-musical inspiration based upon naturally occurring causalities: phenomenon generated by and relationships between a 
cause and its effect.  

Cause: 

The composer mused as to what would happen if one could take middle C (weight and mass suggested by pitch register) and drop it into a ‘musical pond’? The height of 
the fall and velocity of impact could be related to dynamics and the effect should produce ripples through the ensemble. Some ripples would be individual to a specific 
event as a branch finally breaks from a tree and lands in the water, but others could be repeated e.g. the consistency of waves. 

Effect: 

Having established a cause, a way to generate and control the effect was required. After some deliberation the Fibonacci sequence was utilised:  

0 – 1 – 1 – 2 – 3 – 5 – 8 – 13 – 21 – 34 

This infinite pattern of integers, which literally reads like an expanding ripple, can be found in many forms of natural growth and breeding patterns. It provides a basis 
for pitch development; a way to determine the length of compositional units and the amount of repetitions (events), thus shaping form and proportion alongside pitch 
material and structure.  

Middle C is the cause: Fibonacci sequence is the effect 

Using a continuation of the Natural Causality Method Table, the material for this piece is heavily influenced by the perfect fourth interval (5 semi-tones) with proportional 
pitch and rhythmic references to the number five. 

All three movements open with a passage of harmony based on the cycle of fourths. This could be referred to as quartal, plagal or equidistant harmony, but all labels are 
a little misleading. Atonality and pantonality would suggest chromatic dissonance; polytonality would imply a tonal language, so in this case, it seems that the label 
‘chromatic consonance’ is perhaps most fitting: The cycle of fourths is an equidistant cycle of twelve-tone consonance. The first 4 chords on the piano contain all 12 
tones without repetition and the rest of the piece is a fairly instinctive melodic and motivic exploration and harmonic reinterpretation of this material.  
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A growing sense of conclusion...

A growing sense of conclusion...
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The best of all possible answers: Intrusive, obstinate & relentless...
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Fading memories - An enigmatic epilogue: fluid & resonant...
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Ambient, lyrical & conclusive...
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