
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seven Seventh Chords of Western Tonality 
 
 

 
 
 
 

This is a collection of reference sheets illustrating the triadic diatonic Major/minor system 
of seventh chords that has served as the foundation for Western tonality, Classical 
functioning harmony and contemporary Pop, Rock and Jazz songwriting. The sheets also 
illustrate the changing chords of the two minor scale mutations: Harmonic and Jazz 
Melodic (Melodic Ascending). 
 
The purpose of these sheets is to establish clarity for study and reference, so where there 
is an obvious preference in enharmonic key signature, only one example is offered: why 
illustrate something in C# Major (7 sharps) when one can illustrate the same point in Db 
Major (5 flats). The one exception to this is the six-sharp/six-flat key signature: F#/Gb 
Major. 
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